Editorial Assessment sample of a romantasy novel 
Note
[bookmark: _Toc226105656][bookmark: _Toc226749410]To understand a bit of the context, you need to know that Wolves of Eden is a romantasy novel. Part II takes place in a fae realm. Eden is the main character, and Vaille in this draft is the main love interest. 
Other overall areas I think could be improved
[bookmark: _Toc226105657][bookmark: _Toc226749411]Fixing Vaille 

First, what do you want the relationship between Vaille and Eden to be like? Do you want their relationship to be toxic, morally ambiguous, or healthy? 
As a writer, you need to be clear on this so that you know what kind of relationship you're showing in the story. Then, you can stick to your guns when editors like me give you feedback. 
I don’t think it was your intention, but in this draft, Vaille and Eden’s dynamic is very toxic. I think morally ambiguous would work better for your novel. Therefore, I based my feedback on the assumption that you want it to be morally ambiguous. If this is not the case, you can just read the feedback and pick the things out that resonate.
As a reader
As a reader, I love Vaille in Part I. In Part II, I feel bad for saying this, but I dislike him. Not at the start, but at the end. As a reader, I think he just has too many flaws: huge age gap between both girls, he’s engaged, a liar, a hypocrite, possessive, and a cheater. 
As an editor
I think Vaille makes perfect sense as a character. You do a great job of explaining why he is the way that he is. He’s morally grey and flawed, just like Eden. 
The cheating: I do think Vaille’s biggest flaw is the cheating. This can be solved by letting them hook up, after he breaks up with Lutey, and not before. Only thing I strongly recommend changing if you don’t want a toxic dynamic. 
Hypocrite: He continues to run away from Eden, while he’s very straightforward in other things in his life, like fighting the Nucks. This is a part of his character arc, going from duty to love, and I don’t think you have to change that.
Possessive: He’s also super possessive over Eden with other guys, while they’re not even dating. In real life, a red flag. In fantasy books, and werewolf books, it's considered romantic, and many readers love it. It also serves as a way to show that Vaille is still interested in Eden, even though he thinks he doesn’t like her that much. And it makes sense for his shifter powers. 
Liar: mostly in Part I. Makes sense for him to hide that he is fae, and I loved that as a reader and editor. I linked it to the betrayal. I would have also understood if Eden had been mad about it this entire book. I’m not entirely sure when she forgives him. Does this get resolved in the first few chapters? 
Engagement: you use it as a plot device for drama and conflict, and the sole reason they are not together. This works, but you could also have picked another method for this. It does tie into to betrayal, but I feel like Vaille lying is the biggest conflict at the start of Part II. Is that right? 
Age gap: I also recommend changing this, but you also choose to have him stay 236 years old. I do believe ageing Vaille down, so making him around Eden age, would work better for your story. Honestly, Vaille has a past that fits into the timeline of a 25-year-old. I explain this in the section ‘setting – age’. I do understand the appeal, and the current trend, of ageing the love interest up to being over hundreds of years older. Just make sure, it makes sense in the story overall. 
Healthy dynamic: If it’s your intention to portray a healthy dynamic, almost all these flaws would have to go. This also means rewriting a lot of scenes. I would recommend keeping one or two traits. My recommendation would be to keep the liar trait. 
Toxic dynamic: If it’s your intention to have a toxic relationship between Vaille and Eden, you keep all these flaws. No need for a lot of rewriting for their dynamic. 
Realism
Realistically, Vaille and Eden haven’t known each other for very long, and it’s really early for them to say that love each other. Currently, their dynamic feels more like infatuation, than real love. I don’t think they took the time to get to know each other. 
A way to fix is to, is to give Vaille and Eden more scenes together, where they are just enjoying their friendship, and there isn’t any danger. I loved their scene under the Moonstone bridge, after their first Nuck fight. I would also still you like to add a scene of them together, after the revelation that she has a twin. 
Timeline
Another way to do is, is to make the timeline longer. So, instead of Eden being there for a month, she can be there for six months. It’s a short time for them to bond at that level but still feels more realistic. 
You can also choose not to add those scenes, and to show them in the next book, how they go from infatuation to real love. With Eden’s background, it would make sense that she struggles with that, and the conflict could come from there. 
Another option
You could do a Sarah J. Maas and change the love interest in the next book. I don’t think you are interested in that choice, so that’s why I have been more focused on explaining what does and doesn’t work for Vaille from my perspective. 
If you were interested in that, I would recommend keeping all of Vaille’s toxic or morally ambiguous traits and having them get together in this novel. Then, they break up in the second book because of the conflict that can come from those traits. 
[bookmark: _Toc226105658][bookmark: _Toc226749412]
Setting & characters 
[bookmark: _Toc226105661][bookmark: _Toc226749414][bookmark: _Toc226105660]Hierarchy
What is the hierarchy of world of Wolves of Eden?
For example, in Part I, I think it’s this:

1. Emperor
2. Princes
3. Nobles
4. Doctors
5. Commoners
6. The people in the slums
It might not be fully what you intended, but for myself I can clearly identify the hierarchy in Part I. I’m really struggling with that in Part II, and I think it would benefit your story to have that in Part II as well. So, that the boundaries between the human realm and faerie, but also the courts, get more defined. 
So, here are some examples: 
A historical example of the hierarchy between nobles:	Comment by Tatum:  [T1]https://www.britannica.com/topic/duke

1. Emperor
2. King
3. Prince or Duke, pending on which country
4. Duke
5. Marquess
6. Earl
7. Viscount
8. Baron
Let’s say you would take this over for faerie. This is not a recommendation, but an example. A dukedom is a different section of a country, while a kingdom is literally another country. Currently, the courts feel more like a dukedom because the identities and borders of every court are not yet very distinct. It also seems small for a country. (It's possible to have a small country. Mine in real life is tiny as well.) Therefore, Declan is a duke, and Vaille is the duke’s heir. Their king would most likely be Willem. 

You can create your own hierarchy. You already have, but you need to tweak it so it’s clear from the get-go who is on top, who is on the bottom, and where everyone else is in between. 

Tailored example, in Part II:

1. High priest
2. Seers
3. Kings
4. Princes
5. Pack leaders
6. Healers
7. Tithes
8. Fae commoners
9. Half-fae
10. Humans
Eden
Also, think about how Eden would feel in with the faerie a hierarchy. Since, she is from the slums, would she truly be comfortable having nobles around her all the time, or does she slowly get used to it? How does she feel about having her own servant? And why isn’t she interacting more with other people outside the highest hierarchy? 
Characters around Eden
Same for the surrounding characters. From Eden’s POV people are intrigued, but not appalled by her half fae heritage, so it seems like a pretty accepting community. 
Yet, when Vaille declares his love for her, he says that many people will be against their union. Is this because of her half fae heritage or because she is supposedly a commoner or both? If you want to implement that in the story, show other people, aside from Ivy, being uncomfortable or dismissive of her. Or that they want to, but can’t, since she is under Willems protection. 
Duties
Because Vaille, Willem and Alistaire have multiple titles, it’s pretty confusing to see where they are on the hierarchy. Not only because of this, but also because the tasks and duties of each title can be a bit unclear. 
For example, If Vaille is a prince and a pack leader, why does his only task seem to be hunting Nucks and helping with the Tithe? This suits pack leader more than prince. Why does he report to Willem when he takes Eden to faerie? Does he have other duties? And if he does not, would it not make more sense for him to be the third son instead of the heir, or a lower noble’s son even?
Glena
Someone I think you do this really well with is Glena. She seems to only work as a kind of oracle at a temple. Even though she is a princess, she seems like she is cut off from royal duties. 
Another example is Eden’s personal maid Dorotha. We don’t have to know all her duties, since seeing her dress Eden up is enough to understand that she is a maid. 
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This sample includes only the paragraph about fixing Vaille and the hierarchy for Part II. 


